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Pat James was an exemplary teacher in the Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD for fifteen years teaching fifth grade and sixth grade LEAP classes. She retired from teaching in 2001 and succumbed to cancer later that year. Her family and over two hundred friends, parents, and students have established this endowed memorial grant in her name.

Mrs. James was an extremely creative and dedicated teacher who sought to challenge her students by approaching each subject in a holistic manner that maintained student interest and furthered mastery of each subject. Her students knew her as a caring person who was concerned about each student as a person as well as a student. She gave hours of her own time informally mentoring other teachers, especially those who were just starting their teaching career. She considered teaching a noble calling that made a difference in our world. This grant has been established to recognize and encourage newer teachers who are carrying on her work with children.

The grant is awarded in May each year to a K-6 grade teacher who has taught for five years or less. This individual must exhibit outstanding dedication to children, creativity and innovation in teaching technique, classroom environment, and curriculum interpretation in the spirit of Pat James.

Eligibility:
Five years or less classroom teaching experience

Currently teaching a K-6 grade

Nominated by school principal, district staff, teacher OR by self-nomination
Has not previously received this grant


Must be teaching in CFB district at the K-6 level next school year 
Grant Award: $500

Use of the grant monies must be approved by the C-FB ISD Educational Foundation Board of Directors and is intended for use for any of the following purposes to be determined by the award recipient:

1) Continuing teacher education

2) Classroom equipment, books, materials, or curriculum

3) Field trip

Nomination Procedures:

Teacher nominations should include a brief teaching history with years and grade levels taught and a statement of how this teacher has displayed the teaching qualities that Pat James exemplified. Self-Nominations should also include intended use for the funds.  Nominations are limited to a maximum of two 8 ½ x 11 pages (double spaced) and may be supported by other nominator statements limited to one paragraph each.

Deadline for nominations – First Thursday in April at 4:30 p.m.
Nominations should be turned into the Educational Foundation Office, located in the Community Learning Complex at 1820 Pearl Street, Building B, Carrollton, TX 75006.  The nominations may be hand-delivered, emailed, or mailed, but must be received by the date above.
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